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Accounts of ihe Reverend Mr. Whitefield continued. 
A ND when it pleafes God to renew the Face of Relt- 


gion ; when primitive Chriitianity, and the Power 

of Godlinefs, fhall be reviv’d ‘in the reforming 
Churches ; when the Profeffors of the Gofpel fhall be reco- 
ver’d from the fal/e Principles they have embrac’d, rais’d a 
bove thofe dead Formalities they have folong refted in, and 
awaken’d out of that Lethargy they are fallen into 3 when 
thefe expected Times of Reformation fhall coms on; is it not 
reafonable to fuppo” God will raife up thofe to ¢%eét ir, 
whom he will furnifh with a good Meafure of the pr initirs 
apoftolick Spirit; whofe Hearts fhall be inffam’d with « 
burning Zeal for the Honour of the Redeemer, and Love tr 
thesouls of Men’; and who fhall therefore be willing tu den. 
themfelves in thofe [Things which are dear tothe moit ; fia!’ 
not feruple to go out of the common Road, to ipread the ‘Ir; 
umphs of the Gsofpel, and fetch in Sou!s to Jefus Chritt 
and will not be difcouraged by anyOppofition they may mee: 
with ? Confidering the prefent State of Things in the 
Chriftian World, how can we expect any great Change fu: 
the better, but in a Way that fhall be extraordinary ? 

And if there is any Appearance of fuch a Work at any 
Time, or in any Places, furely we fhould take Care not to 
to fight and undervalue it 3 much lefs fhould we reproach 
and cenfure it, or thofe who are us’d as Inftruments in it ; 
but, om the contrary, we fhould rejoice in it, fo far as i: 
feems to be from Heaven, and further it with our Prayers, 
ts thofe who are waiting for the Kingdom of God. 
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We would therefore befpeak the Prayers of the faithful in 
Chrifl ‘Je/us,into whofe Hands thefe Papers may come, both 
for our dear Brother the Author of thisDifcour fe; who is with 
great Zeal contending tor fone important Points of the Feiss 
once delivered to the Saints, againft fome who open}; Oppote 
them, and labouring to promote practical Godiinefs, in the 
Place where divine Providence has appointed his prefent Sta- 
tion ; that he may be affitted and fucceeded in alll his faith{y! 
Services for theRedeemer’s Kingdom: And alfo for the Re 
verendMr. Whitefield, that he may (as he has well expre(’¢ 
himfelf in fome of hisLetters to us) ‘* be tept bramble and & 
pendent on our dearLord Jefus ; ’’ be prefery’c in his Travels, 
ftrengthen’d to his uncommon Labours, and fortihed againg 
all Oppofition : That Satan (who can’t but have a peculiar 
Enmity at thofe who fo fet themfelves againit his Kingdom 
may never get Advantage of bm, to the Biemith orHindran: 
of the great and good Work which we hope is begun and ge- 
ingon: That God would cauje bim always to trimmpb a 
Chrift, while be mates manife/t the Saveur of bis Knowledge 
bim in every Place, and utes him as an Inftrument to bring 
back many wandring Sheep to the Shepherd and Bi/bop of ther 
Sou/s : And very particularly that his purpofed coming to a, 
may be with as fui! a Bleffing of the Ge/pel of Chrift as other 
Places have experienc’d, and much mere abundant, by thal i 
and Grace of our God ! 

Bofion, N. E. Benyamin Cotman 
‘June 7. 1740. Wirriam Cooper. 


Extradis from Mr. Smith's Sex Mow on the Charader &:.¥ 
Mr. Whitefield. 

Others have freely {poken theirSentiments, & I have heard 
the Defaming as wel! as the Applauje of many, 1 fard therefars 
1 will anfwer alfo for my Part , 1 alje witl foew my Opinien 

1. I thall give you my Opinion of the Do¢trines he a 
fifted on among us ; to {peak more generally, they wer 
Doctrines 1 am of Opinion agreable to the Dictates of Reake, 
evidenuUy founded upon Scripture,exadtly correfpoadent with 
the Articles of the Eitabinfbment, of great Ule and Necei- 
ty in forming the ‘ *hriftianLife ; which | bad easly umbibes 
from the belt Writers and Sy fems.---- 

To be particular, 

One of the Do@trines, which he bas hard!y pafs'd over * 

Silence in any fingle Difcourfe, is thato! Oaicinar § 
é 
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Ry which, I mean nothing 'e@ then th Importation of foe": 
fr Sin to ali his Poferity by er tomers Geverarion . whick 
Imorutation is the Refuleance of hie beun > ConPitured ro ad 
t ethem in the extenfiveChorafler of a epad Reovrelonta oes . 
the Confequence of which i that avherene Corruption of No- 
sare and thofe fafal Prepeefoms we are now born with inro 
the Workd.--- — 

Another Doétrine, we hare litcly had in the warme® 
Langwage imprefs’d upon ur, is that Paw/me one of Tests. 
FICATION BY FAITH ALON? And here vou will re 
member how the Preacher vindicated bimielf from all Sufp:- 


’ 
crons of Antiaconan Fere For while Se earneff!y conternd- 
ed for our Juftif atson ar ine ‘re ft of God, by Faith a- 
lone, in the Blood of Chri, he took fpectal Care vard 


againft the Abufe of if, i aller ' hart food W orks were 
the neceflary Fruvts anc Fvacet es of truer } ; th 


REGENERATION wee awother creat Dhctrine ed 
of: hardly a fingle Se but he mentioned it. fomerimes 
more than twice ; and ore, anu perheos the bef of bee DiC 
courfes was ex prefr/Js on this - 


Another Dodtrine nearly allied so cho, wae worm!) 
ited on, viz. The IMPaers PONt, OF wh h wae the 


Preachers own Phrafe, omoerd Peelers of the Sriany 
And here you remember, how be gua: nf the j 
ious Cenfure of affuming the Character of an ft»? He 


renounc’d al! Pretenfions to the extraerdioary Powers and 
Sens of Anofiicthio. He alfo allowed thefe Peclerr of the 
Sorrit were not ineveryPerfon or at all Times in the (ems De 
ree, & that tho’ a fuil4 lurance were ettarmable vet oot of at 
blute Neceffity to the Bang of a Chriffian--- Only be afferted 
that we mgt feel the Serie of Gad in his janftifying & tavine 
Imprefions and witneffing with our Sorts. And what os 
there un thes but whar is aereeadic to Reajeer ' How can we 
be led by the Sperit of have Joy rm the Holy Ghof without 
forme fenfible Perception of it ' Can I at any Time fre) my 
Soul in facred Raptures, burning with the Love of Crod and 
Chrift, and all my beft Paffions alive Can I feel a fecree 
Pieafure in the Word, Ordinances and Commumon with 
‘oat Can I taft the Powers of theWorld tocome Canl 
tee! the Threatnings of God imprefs'd wpon my Confcience 
ot Promifes of Paradife working upon mv Heres Corn T 
groan under the Burthen of my Cosreprions, of ¢cauit in 
Aaa. the 
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the Liberty of Spirit I may have in a calm and retiredHour, 
in the meditation of my Pardon and of Heaven and Immorta- 
lity. And yet this Doétrine of feeling the Spirit be ridicul’d 
in an Age of InfideJity,---This is aDotrine, I have been ac- 
quainted with thefe many Years-- You have heard me preach 
it Scores of Times,tho’ perhaps clothed in otherExpreffions,-- 
And however derided by fome, [ hope always to have Enthy- 
fa/m enough to maintain that the Spirit of Ged may be felt. 

To conclude,all the Doérines now mention’d are primitive, 
proteflant, puritannick Ones ; which our good Fore-Fathers 
Conforrmifis and Diffenters fill’d their Writings with, and ag 
Dr.Warts has well obferv’d they fill’d Heaven apace, for 
(Sod was with them.’’ 

Yet all thatReverence with which I heard thefeDoétrines 
from the Mouth of our Preacher cou’d not win my Appro- 
bation of fome few barfher Expreflions which dropt from his 
Lips. Thefe in my Opinion may be pronounced Failings ; 
but fuch ag often attend a wermZeal for Orthodoxy in Mat- 
ters of the lait Importance, & are found interwoven with the 
brighteft Characters. 

I fhall next give you my Opinion of the Manner of bis 
Preaching. 

He appear’d to mie, in all Difcourfes, very deeply affec- 
ted and imprefs’d in his own Heart. How did that burn 
within him, when he fpake of the Things touching th 
King ! With what a Flow of Words did he fpeak to us 
upon the great Concern of our Souls ! In what a flaming 
Light did he fet out Eternity before us ! How earneftly did 
he prefs C’r/? upon us! How clofe ftrong and pungent 
were his Applications to the Confcience 5 mingling Light and 
Fl egt, pointing the Arrows of the Almighty at the Heart of 
binnerg, while he pour’d in the Balm gn the Wounds of the 
Confrite ! How bold and couragious did he look? He 
was nok latterer. He taught thell ay of Ged in Truth, and re- 
garded not the Perfous of Men, the polite, and the mof 
gedifb of aur Vices he ftruck at, the moft fa/rionable Enter- 
tainments ; regardlefs of every oneg Prefence byt Ais in 
whofe Nanie he fpake. 

J fhall now fhew my Opinion of his perfonal Character. 

While he preaghes up Faith alone in our Juttification be- 
fore God, he is careful fo maintain good Works, Thefe 
Thing: the Grace of God teaches us. And how much 
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this Doétrine has he tranfcribed into his Life ! How rich 
has he been in all good Works |! What an eminentPattern of 
Piety towardsGod ! How holy and unblameable in allCon- 
yeriation &Godlinefs | How feafon’d,how much to theUfe 
of edifying all his Difcourfes ! How naturally does he turn 
them to Religion! How much is he given to Devotion 
himfelf, and how does he labour to excite it in others ! 

’Tis indifputable with me that he affects no Party in Re- 
ligion, nor fets himfelf at the Head ofany. He is not 
bigotted to the lefler Rites and Forms of Religion, while 
zealous enough in all its Effentials. He profefles Love to 
good Men of every Denomination. His Heart feems fet upon 
doing Good. He goes about his great Mafter’s Work with 
Diligence and Application, and with fuch Chearfulnefs as 
would make one in Love with a Lifeof Religion. He is 
Proof againft Reproach and Invective. When he is reviled 
he revileth not again ; but prays heartily for all hisEnemies. 

He renders to all their Due, while zealous for the Things 
of God is a Friendto Ca/ar.---And for Charity as it confifts 
in Compaffion and Aéts of Beneficence we have few Men like 
minded. Had he been under any criminal Influence of a 
mercenary Temper ; had he collected Monies for bim/e/f in 
his Journies, under the Pretext of doing it for the Pooras he 
was /landeroufly reported, he had certainly a fair Opportunity 
to enrich himfelf. But we have feen ; and plainFaét cannot 
be denied, that he cafts all into the Trea/ury, and ferves the 
Tables of the Poor with it.---Strolling and Vagabond Orphans 
without Father and without Mother, without Purfe and 
without Friend, he feeks out, picks up, and adopts into his 
Family. He is now buildingAccommodations,and laying the 
beft Foundation for their Support and Maintenance. 

I now proceed to give my Opinion what Views Provi- 
DENCE may have in railing up Men of this Stamp. 

And this I defire to do with all Humility and Modefty. 

I pretend to no Spirit of Prophecy,and can only conjedure, 
and offer the Refult of Od/ervation, Reajon, and the ufual 
Tendencies of Things, corroborated by the great Promifes fcat- 
tered up and down in our Bibles. 

Now we are none of us ignorant, how far the primitive 
Spirit of Chriftianity has funk into a meer Form of Godli- 
nefs: Irreligion has been rufhing in like a Flood: The dear- 
tit and moft obvious Doétrines of the Bible failen into low 

Contempt : 
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Contempt : The Principles and Syftems of our pious Father; 
have been more and more exploded. And now God feems 
to have reviv’d the ancient Spirit and Doétrines. He js 
raifmg up of our young Men withZeal and Courage to ftem 
the Torrent. They have preached with fuch Fire, Afiduity 
and Suece/s, fuch folemn Awe have they ftruck upon their 
Hearers ? Such deep Convictions have their Sermons pro- 
duced: fo much have they rous’d and kindled the Zeal of 
Minifters and People : fo intrepidly"do they puth thro’ allOp- 
pofition : It looks as if fome happy Period were opening, &-.” 


By fuch Accounts as thefe many Minifters and People 
were excited to defire his Affiftance in carrying on that Re- 
vival of Religion, which fome Years before was begun in 
fome Parts of ourLand, and were prepared to embrace him. 
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Some Account of the late Revival of Religion in Bofton, by the 
Rev. Mr. Prince, one of the ‘Paftors of the South Church. 


To the Publifber of the CHrist1an History. 


T is I hope for the Glory of Gon and the public Good, 
that I bave drawn up the following Narrative of the late 
Revival of Religion here, according to the beft of my 

Remembrance. 

And that the Grace and Power of Gop may appear the 
more illuftrious, it feems fit to give a brief and previous Hi/- 
tory of the general State of Religion here, even from my re- 
turning hither in 1717, after above eight Years travelling 
abroad, tothe Time of this Revival at the End of 1740. 

On my faid Return, there were five congregational Churches 
fettled with Paftors in this Town ; tho’ now they are increa- 
fed to five more. ‘The Paftors were Dr. Jncreafe and Cotton 
Mather of the North Church ; Mr. Wadfworth with Mr. 
Foxcroft chofen his Colleague of the O/d Church ; Mr. Coi- 
man and Cooper of the Church in Brattle-Street ; Mr. Sewall 
of the South Church; and Mr. Webb of the New North: 
All moft happily agreeing in the Doérines of Grace, as laid 
down in the /horter and larger Catechifms and Confeffion of 
Faith, drawn out of ScRipTuRE by the venerable 4/embly 
of Divines at /¥eftminfler, as well as the Confeffion of — 
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with the other. And this Town and Country were in great 
3 Tranquility both civil and religious. But tho’ there were 
1 many bright Examples of Piety in every Seat and Order ; 
y yet there wasa general Complaint among the piows and elderly 
r Perfons, of the great Decay of Godline/s in the Lives and Con- 
. verfations of People both in the Town and Land, from what 
f they had feen in the Days of their Fathers. There was fcarce 
. a Prayer made in Public by the e/der Minifters without fome 
. heavy Lamentation of this Decay : In their Sermons alfo they 
frequently mourn’d it: And the younger Minifters commonly 
le f,llow’d their Example therein. 
.- Soon after my Arrival I was call’d to preach to the Sout/ 
in Church: And in 1718, ordained their Co-Paftor with my 
n. dear Clafs-Mate the Rev. Mr. Sewal/,who had been ordain’d 
to that Office about five Years before. 
a In the Spring of 1721, the eight Minifters who carried on 
he the public Lecture, taking into Confideration the lamentable “i 
Defe& of Piety among our young People, agreed to preach a 
Cour fe of Sermons at the Ledture to them. The Audiences 
were confiderably crowded : And while the Word of Gop Bi 
was loudly founding, he lifted up his awful Red, by fending ne 
d, the Smaill-Pox into the Town, which began to fpread to our ; 
ate general Confternation : Scarce a Quarter of the People be- 7 
ny ing thought to have had it ; and none of the numerous Youth i; 
under eighteen Years of Age, it being fo many Years fince that " 
the | fatal Peftilence had prevail’d among us. The Sermons were 
if | quickly printed, with another added by the venerable Dr. 
se |  Increafe Mather, for further Benefit. Many of the younger 
ing | People efpecially were then greatly awakened : And many 
_ Hundreds of them quickly after fwept into Eternity. 
ches In the Spring of 1722, the Diftemper left us : But fo lit- 
a _ tle reformed were the furviving Youth, that atthe End of the 
ston » Summer the Paftors agreed to move their Churches to keep 
Mir. _ in each fucceffively a Day of Prayer and Fafting to aft of | 
Cole | Gon theE ffufionof bisHorySpirir, particularly on the rifing 
all Generation. And the Churches readily receiv’d the Motion. 
4b: But tho’ a Solemnity appeared on many, yet it pleafed the 
laid _ holy Gop to humble us and fparingly to give theBleffing. 
n of And tho’ in the Spring of 1726, in an awakening View of | 
nly __ the deplorableDecay of Family- Religion, as a principal Source ? 
anh of all other Decays, the Paffors went into a Courfe of public 
eed | Leétures on that important Subje@ ; yet they had tte further 
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Sorrow io fee thofe Leétures too thinly attended to exped 
much Benefit from them. * 
| ( To be continued. ) 
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* The feveral Subjects were thefe. 

Dr. C. Mather. Job 8. 6. on Houfhold Piety in general, 

Mr. Colman. 2 Sam. 6. 20. on Family-Worfbip. 

Mr. Thacher. Gen. 18. 19. on Family-Jnftruétion. 

Mr. Sewall. 1 Sam. 3. 13. on Family-Government. 

Mr. Prince. Lev. 23. 3. on Family-Sabbatizing. 

Mr. Webb. Pfal. tor. 2. on Family- Example. 

Mr. Cooper. Ezek. 16, 20. on improving the Covenant re: 
lating to Children. 

Mr. Foxcroft. Col. 3. 18, 1g. on Conjugal Duties. 

Mr. Checkley. Col. 3. 20, 22--24. on the Duties of Chil- 
dren and Servants. 

Mr. Waldron. Prov. 14. 11. the Charaéter and Doom of 

wicked Houfes. — 
Mr. Gee. Eccl. 7. 14. Family Providences efpecially affiic- 


tive improved. 


Bees B BRS 


AS fome People are difpleas’d with the following Paflage 

in the Account we gave of Mr./Vhitefield, in Pag. 336, 
viz. ** At Dr. Colman’s Defire and the Confent of the 
Church on the Lord’s-Day after his Arrival he adminiftered 
to them the holy Communion,”’ we {hall briefly recite the 
Fas upon which this Account was founded. The Dr. 
having {uch anOpinion of the Catholick Spirit of hisChurch, 
like his own, had defir’d Mr. Whitefield to adminifter for 
him: and conformable to a common Praétice of getting o- 
ther Minifters to join in the Adminiftratiog, he thought it 
unneceflary in a formal Manner toafk the Confent of the 
Church, & having plainly intimated his Jntention in hisPrayer 
after Sermon, on their coming to the Communion Table, 
only addrefs’d them in fuch Terms as thefe--- The Rev. Mr. 
Whitefield being providentially with us, | have afk’d him to ads 
minifler the Ordinance. Andthe Dr. fays, that by theCoun- 
tenances of the People, it feem’d to him to be univerfally a# 
greeable to them. And no Objection being made, it was 
conftru€ted by ourlnformers that theChurch confented to ity 
and which we think was conftructed juftly. However tev 
we Icave to every Readei’s Judgment, 





